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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 26, 2020

8:30 a.m. - Communion (Chapel)
11:00 a.m. - Worship (Sanctuary)
Worship Leader: Rev. Kathy Reed
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8:30 a.m. - Communion (Chapel)
11:00 a.m. - Worship (Sanctuary)
Worship Leader: Rev. Nick Reed
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Prayer List

HOME
-Mari Ley
-Isobel Prater

     

First Presbyterian Church
143 East Thach Avenue
Auburn, AL 36830

A WORD FROM OUR SENIOR PASTORS

On Sunday, February 2, all of America will gather around the TV to watch the
Chiefs and the 49ers play each other in Super Bowl LIV.  However something
even more important will be happening that day.  On Sunday morning, hours
before kickoff, youth all over the nation from many different denominations
will be collecting money for the Souper Bowl of Caring offering.  This special
offering will help fight hunger all over our country and all over the world.  

This offering started back in 1990 when a Presbyterian Youth Group decided
to act on the words they heard in a prayer at church on Super Bowl Sunday. 
Their pastor prayed the words, “Lord today we remember on this Super Bowl
Sunday those today who are not even able to eat a bowl of soup.”  They decided
to take up an offering and asked a local church to do the same.  As years passed,
the number of churches participating and money collected grew, and now over
$190 million dollars has been raised for charities across the country that are
committed to making an impact on hunger in their communities. 

The Souper Bowl of Caring Offering has become a powerful movement that is
transforming the time around the most watched football game into the nation’s
largest celebration of giving and serving. The youth from our church will be
collecting this offering after the worship services on February 2, and all
proceeds will go to the East Alabama Food Bank.  Youth will be standing at the
doors of the church with soup pots in hand for you to join them in sharing
God’s love and offering your gifts of compassion to our neighbors in need.

Grace and Peace,
Nick and Kathy



Weekly Calendar

Sunday, January 26
  8:30 AM -Communion (Chapel)
  9:45 AM -Sunday School
11:00 AM -Worship (Sanctuary)
  4:00 PM -Reformation Ringers
  5:00 PM -Chancel Bell Choir
  5:00 PM -Children & Youth Dinner/Fellowship
  7:00 PM -UKirk Dinner & Bible Study

Monday, January 27
  6:15 PM -Session Meeting (Conway)

Wednesday, January 29
11:30 AM -Women’s Bible Study (Library)

Thursday, January 30
  5:15 PM -Congregational Dinner 

& Annual Reports
  7:00 PM -Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, February 2
  8:30 AM -Communion (Chapel)
  9:45 AM -Sunday School
11:00 AM -Worship (Sanctuary)
  4:00 PM -Reformation Ringers
  5:00 PM -Chancel Bell Choir
  5:00 PM -Youth Super Bowl Party (Sarkowskis)

Monday, February 3
  9:00 AM -Sowers & Knitters (Conway)

Tuesday, February 4
12:00 PM -PCM Board Meeting (Library)

Wednesday, February 5
  9:30 AM -PW Coordinating Team (Library)
11:30 AM -Women’s Bible Study (Library)

Thursday, February 6
  5:15 PM -Congregational Dinner
  7:00 PM -Choir Rehearsal

Coming Soon:
Feb. 8-9: Leith Lecture Series

RECEPTIONISTS

January 27-31
AM - Becky Buchanan, Shirley Bartels, Vicki

Throckmorton, ?, Jim Disque.
PM - Bonney Schowalter, Carole Griffin, ?, ?, ?.

February 3-7
AM - N/A.
PM - Doug Klinkenborg, Gerri Talley, Margaret

Brinkley, Terry Ley, Bob Recknor.

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE NEWS

Happy New Year to each of you.  I always like the
start of a New Year as it seems like I can get a fresh
view of life and celebrate the good things of the past
year but also anticipate some new adventures in the
future.  I also take time to reflect on what I have
experienced or learned in the previous year. Most
every year is a mixed bag of some profound learning
experiences.  Other reflections include the frivolous
and even some boring moments.  After all, each year
brings its own treasures as well as decisions.

This New Year of 2020 has started off well in our
church community.  One of the celebrations are the
new staff members of our church.  We welcome The
Rev. Caroline Barnett to be our associate pastor for
Campus Ministry.  She brings a new perspective and
excitement to her work with the University students
as well as her engagement with those who are no
longer students!  She will bring her enthusiasm, life
experience and joy to us in surprising ways.  

We also welcome Dr. Damion Womack as our
Director of Music.  His first encounter with the choir
was very positive.  He is a professor at Huntingdon
College in Montgomery which means he brings us
both an academic as well as practical experience with
choirs.  Each choir director offers new learning
opportunities for our congregation.  I celebrate Dr.
Womack’s presence with us as we grow together in
our music. 

I also celebrate the on-going efforts of so many in
this congregation to improve the lives of others in the
larger community as well as form connections within
our church community.  There are many opportunities
to serve both in obvious and sometimes quieter ways. 
If you are looking for a way to meet others in this
church, you only need to show up at a gathering or a
meeting.  Someone will welcome you and probably
find an activity you will enjoy.  I think especially of
the various Circle meetings,  the monthly Sowers &
Knitters, the Brave Hearts program, the choir, the
Thursday dinner crew, any of the Sunday School
classes, etc.  There are also committees for all sorts of
action.  Just find your niche or explore your options!

Hoping your New Year has started well!
Your Faith Community Nurses,

Jan Widell & Erin Brown

CE NEWS

Sunday, January 26:  Children and Youth activities
begin with dinner at 5:00 p.m. in Baird Hall and then
activities for children and youth from 5:30-6:30 p.m.

The Sarkowski’s will be hosting a Super Bowl Party
at our house for Jr High and Sr High Youth on
Sunday, Feb. 2, 5-8 p.m. Everyone should bring an
appetizer to share, drinks will be provided.

Registration for the Living River Presbytery
Retreat, Feb 21-23,  is now open. Cost for the retreat
is $70. Visit the presbytery website at
www.pslpcusa.org/retreats and click the link to
register. Under the payment section, click “bill the
church” and we will send them one check for the total.

Chris Sarkowski

FEED SOME HUNGRY COLLEGE STUDENTS!

Our UKirk student ministry members are so grateful
for the support and generosity shown them by our
congregation, and in return they enrich our worship
and fellowship.  Many of our students are far from
home, so one way we can be their home-away-from-
home is through food!  Sunday nights, UKirk gathers
for Bible study and a meal, which is provided by FPC
members.  Whether you are interested in making a
home-cooked meal (or going in with someone else to
do so!) or providing a catered meal or simply the
funds for one, please take a moment to sign up at this
link -  https://tinyurl.com/UKirkSpringMeals

ORDER YOUR NAME BADGE

We are in the process of ordering name badges for
new staff, new members, and newly installed elders. 
We also will order name badges for church members
who need an additional or replacement badge.  The
badges are $6 each (cash or check payable to First
Presbyterian Church).  Members who would like a
new or replacement badge, please contact Margaret
Craig Schmidt (craig.schmidt@charter.net) to order a
badge.  Include your name as you would like it on
your badge.  DEADLINE:  January 31.

Birthdays
Jan. 27 Doug Cooper
Jan. 29 Larry Dalrymple
Jan. 30 Eunice Bonsi
Feb. 1 Paul Dimick
Feb. 3 Jamie Wheeles
Feb. 4 Sally Boswell, Emmett Winn
Feb. 8 Frank Bock

Anniversaries
Jan. 27 Conrad & Eunice Bonsi

THURSDAY DINNERS

Please join us for our weekly congregational dinner in
Baird Hall. We begin serving at 5:15 p.m. and
continue until 6 p.m.  The cost of the meals is
$5/person with a maximum of $10/family.  College
students eat for only $2.  No reservations are required.

Jan. 30 -  Menu: Pork Loin, Wild Rice, Spring
Vegetables, Garlic Bread, Dessert. Program: Annual
presentation of reports from our 2019 ministry chairs
and staff.

Feb. 6 - Menu: Bannon Chicken Gumbo, Rice,
Salad, French Bread, Bread Pudding.  Program:  NEW
MEMBER DINNER to celebrate those who have
joined our congregation in the past year.  If you have
a name tag, please wear it, and come, get to know our
new members better.

LEITH LECTURE SERIES
Being Prophetic in a Divided World

Dr. Brennan Breed of Columbia Theological
Seminary is guest lecturer for our 2020 John Haddon
Leith Lecture Series.   Dr. Breed’s research focuses on
the reception history of the Bible, which traces the
divergent uses and understandings of biblical texts
from their ancient contexts of production to the
present day. 
• Saturday, February 8, 5:15 pm, Potluck Dinner,
Baird Hall

6:30 pm, Conway Hall, Opening Lecture,
"Getting Political, Old Testament Style: Moses’
Covenant in its Ancient Context"
• Sunday, February 9, 9:45 am, Chapel, Q&A Session

11 am Worship, Dr. Breed, Guest Preacher
4 pm, Conway Hall, Closing Lecture, "The Story

of Blessing and the Prophetic Imagination, and Jesus’
Covenant Renewal"
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