
First Presbyterian Church  _  Auburn, Alabama

The  Presbyterian  Newsletter
March 27, 2020 Vol. XLVIII, No. 6

Prelude Precious Lord, Take My Hand  arr. Bock

Opening Sentences Psalm 118:24

Welcome

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture Readings Genesis 18:1-10a
Matthew 25:34-40

Sermon      Looking Forward Rev. Nick Reed

Music God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
Dr. Damion Womack

Prayer

Charge and Benediction

Postlude It Is Well with My Soul
Mrs. Karen Hickok

The Presbyterian Newsletter
is a bi-weekly publication of
First Presbyterian Church

Auburn, Alabama
143 East Thach Avenue, 36830

334-887-5571
www.fpcauburn.org

fpauburn@bellsouth.net  

Prayer List

HOME
-Isobel Prater

     

First Presbyterian Church
143 East Thach Avenue
Auburn, AL 36830

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Fifth Sunday of Lent - March 29, 2020

A WORD FROM OUR SENIOR PASTORS

FPC Members and Friends,

There are no words to express the gratitude and love we feel for our FPC church
family at this time. It will not surprise you that in the last week our leadership
has risen to this unprecedented occasion. We are all benefitting from the sound
wisdom of our session elders (who held their stated March meeting virtually -
a first in FPC History!). They spent the past weeks calling upon members and
compiling lists of needs and resources within the congregation. Our staff has
stepped up and begun to re-imagine their ministries in creative new ways, our
college students and youth gathering virtually and children’s activities being
provided via email. Never could we have imagined that this year's Lenten
theme, “A Way Forward” would take on such literal meaning in our lives, but
as sure as Christ is the foundation of our faith so Christ is also the light guiding
us through this all. Below you will find a lengthier list of updates than usual -
please read carefully so that we all might continue to be informed and connected
together as members of the body of Christ in this time. 

Grace and peace,
Kathy and Nick

SESSION UPDATE

In an abundance of concern for the safety and welfare of our members and
guests, the Session has voted that all Church gatherings (including worship) be
suspended until a date the session decides it is appropriate to continue all
normal activities. The session will continue to monitor the situation and act to
reinstate activities (including worship) as soon as it is deemed safe.



FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE NEWS

     I write this article (as usual) inside my house. I am
trying to avoid unnecessary human contact. I know
that many of you are also doing the same thing. Have
you found areas in your home to clean? Have sorted
out unused clothing in your closet? Have rearranged
your kitchen or office area or even the garage?
Although this can be humorous, such activity can also
serve to reduce worry, stress and anxiety. In times of
uncertainty these three items accelerate for some of
us.
  Worry is your mind focusing on negative thoughts,
uncertain outcomes or areas that can go wrong. Think
of all the “what if’s” you imagine. When this happens
you can think about what is the next step if the worry
event happens. You can also write such things down.
Writing for 10 minutes helps to calm obsessive
thinking. (Here’s to you Terry Ley!)
   Stress is our body’s response to a threat, real or not.
It is also the “fight or flight” response. It heightens
our awareness, causes hearts to race or breathe more
rapidly. Chronic unresolved stress can lead to health
issues. To reduce stress, get some physical exercise.
Focus your thoughts on what you can control and
accept that you cannot solve everything. Listen to
your own body for its signals of stress as we are not
all the same. 
   Anxiety occurs when we feel threatened but cannot
identify a specific cause but it generates a similar
response like stress where the threat is obvious.
Anxiety happens in your mind so your actions to
manage it require more than just thinking it away.
Anxiety is a stimulant so reduce adding stimulants
such as caffeine, sugar or alcohol. Refocus your
thoughts by doing something physical such as
wiggling your toes or lifting/rotating your shoulders
to calm and break the anxiety loop in your mind.
Distract yourself with music or doing a puzzle or
work in your yard. Pruning a shrub is a great
distractor!
   I want each of you to be healthy in this time of an
epidemic. Stay in touch via phone or computer with
friends. Pray for each other and our community. Stay
active! Your nurses, Jan Widell and Erin Brown

CE NEWS

Youth Sunday and Children’s Sunday have been
postponed. We will look to reschedule Youth Sunday
as soon as possible as we have a few seniors who
have been looking forward to giving their senior
sermon!

Jr. and Sr. High Youth will continue to meet via
Zoom at 5:30 every Sunday evening until further
notice. Parents and youth, the Zoom link will be sent
out via Remind. If you have not joined the Youth
Remind classes, Junior Highs should text the message
@fpcjunior to the number 81010. Senior Highs
should text the message @fpcsenior to the number
81010. Chris Sarkowski

OPPORTUNITIES TO WORSHIP 

Please continue to check www.fpcauburn.org as well
as our church’s Facebook page to access the
YouTube link where you will be able to view our
worship service. It is our hope to begin posting these
at 11 a.m. on Sundays so that we might all worship
together at the same time, from our homes. Knowing
that we are at the mercy of technology, we appreciate
your patience and grace if all does not go according
to plan.  A copy of the order of worship is on the
back of this newsletter.

We are also excited to announce that our worship
service will be on WQSI FM TALK 95.9 at 11 a.m.
If you know of any church friends who might
struggle with technology, PLEASE let them know
they can listen to our worship service via radio this
Sunday! We are so grateful to Brooke Myers for
making this broadcast possible!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS

Since our PW Circles will not be meeting in April
you may want to access Eugenia Gamble's lessons for
the rest of the PW Bible Study at
https://www.youtube.com/user/PresbyterianWomen. 
The lessons for February through May are available.

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us
rejoice and be glad in it! Psalm 118:24

   The words of the psalmist inspired our 2020
stewardship campaign, and we can find comfort in
those words today. In these extraordinary times, it is
important for us to reflect on the abundance of God’s
grace and the gifts we have received. When we began
the stewardship campaign in September 2019, we
could not imagine what this year would bring;
however, through all, God’s love endures, and the
work of the church continues. In this time of online
worship, we are reminded that giving is part of the
church’s liturgy. Whether you share your financial
gifts weekly, monthly, or annually, your offering
continues to support our missions of worship,
fellowship, Christian education, outreach, and UKirk,
to name the broad categories.
   The church staff remains available to receive your
pledge, and non-pledge, payments during this time,
whether you elect to mail a check to the church office,
process a payment directly from your bank, or use
online giving (www.fpcauburn.org/give). We do need
to inform you that a flat rate of two percent is
deducted from each contribution made through online
giving. If you choose to provide your pledge payment
online, please prayerfully consider whether you are
able to add an amount to help off-set the processing
fee.

For members with children, remember it is
important to talk to your children about giving,
especially during this time when they may not see you
put anything in the offering plate. Peace,

Generosity Committee

EASTER PRAYER VIGIL 2020 WILL BE
ONLINE THIS YEAR!

You can find information by visiting the church
website at https://www.fpcauburn.org, clicking the
Worship Tab, and selecting Easter Vigil. There you
will find information about the Vigil as well as links to
sign up to participate and to submit prayer requests.
Additional resources to aid in prayer and meditation
will be on the FPC website for Holy Week and the
Vigil.

Birthdays
Mar. 30 Dana Caudle
April 1 Evan Klugh, Gaynell Parks, Shani White
April 2 Mark Fisher
April 4 Bill Blakney
April 5 Lindsey Parsons, Donna Yeager
April 6 Ruth Brock, Kirstin Yost
April 7 Bill Sherling, Juli Wallace
April 8 Jeffrey Stewart
April 10 Jesse Joiner, Brooke Myers
April 11 Chris Graves, Stephen Irwin

Anniversaries
Mar. 29 Jim and Lila Wright
April 4 Nick and Kathy Reed

PRAYER CONCERNS & JOYS

For the time period in which our church family is
worshiping virtually, our pastors have decided that
prayer concerns will be shared via print. These
individuals will most certainly be prayed for during
our Sunday worship service, but their names and
specific concerns will not be shared via broadcast.

In memoriam
Michael J. Hozer

November 21, 1932 - March 21, 2020
Concerns:
• Continued prayers of comfort and strength for

Merilyn Hozer. Merilyn is very tired and worn
out from the last few weeks. Please feel free to
call or send cards to her at her home.

• Harriette Huggins' brother-in-law Eddie Huggins,
who has been diagnosed with multiple myeloma
and is unable to receive his prescribed treatment
because of appointment cancellations due to
COVID-19.

• Margaret Brinkley has asked that the
congregation pray for her friend Melanie Payne,
whose 5-year old granddaughter Vadie Sides is
currently missing in Loachapoka.

• Continued prayers for all health care workers and
first-responders and their families. We are so
grateful for the ways they serve those in need.

Joys:
• Please be sure to wish Bob Recknor a Happy 90th 

Birthday on Saturday!  
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